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A CLIMATE CHANGE STRATEGY FOR WINSFORD 

Summary 

Climate change is a real and present danger and action should be taken immediately to deal 

with the impact of emissions on our environment. 

This strategy sets out Winsford Town Council’s approach to this vital issue and provides a 

framework for the council and its partners to deal with carbon reduction. 

The Council’s ambition is that it will reduce its carbon footprint as part of the overall aim of 

becoming carbon neutral by 2030. 

Introduction 

Winsford Town Council aims to lead, influence and engage with partners and residents to 

enable change towards a lower carbon future. The responsibility of making Winsford more 

sustainable lies with everyone and can be achieved by reducing energy demand and 

increasing renewable and low carbon energy generation. 

This strategy is part of a ten-year plan to build on existing work and update it where 

necessary. 

The Town Council itself recognises that it is limited in what it can achieve alone. 

Therefore, it seeks first to influence Cheshire West and Chester Council and notes that 

CWAC declared a Climate Emergency on 21st May 2019 and seeks to assist where it can to 

help CWAC meet its target of 2030 to become carbon neutral. 

The Town Council also notes the creation of a Cheshire West ‘Climate Emergency 

Taskforce’ which is a cross-party group seeking to respond to the climate emergency. 

The Town Council also seeks to influence local residents; businesses and organisations in 

working towards a carbon neutral Winsford. 

The success of this Strategy will be based on linking effectively with the work being done by 

CWAC and other partners but also in providing approaches above and beyond those 

approaches where possible and where necessary for Winsford. 

The Issues 

The issues facing Winsford and other areas in relation to climate change are well-

documented but bear repeating. 

It is likely, based on current data, that the annual mean temperature in Winsford will continue 

to rise during the 21st century and this will impact on the frequency and intensity of rainfall, 

particularly in the winter months. 

The likelihood of wetter winters - especially given the location of Winsford on the River 

Weaver – will place increased pressure on drainage, flood management and the emergency 

services. 



  C 

In addition, the potential for increased flood risk leads to damage to property and disruption 

to lives and businesses.  

Raising temperatures may also lead to health problems. 

These issues have been recognised by many principal authorities, including Cheshire West 

and Chester, and it has been deemed necessary to tackle these issues by reducing carbon 

emissions. 

Tackling the Issues 

At its meeting of 16th September 2019, Winsford Town Council declared a climate 

emergency as a motion on climate change. 

Further, the Council directed the Town Clerk to prepare a Climate Change Strategy with the 

aim of making the council carbon neutral by 2030. 

Such an ambition notes the limited scope of the Town Council in terms of its services, but 

also notes the much wider scope of the Town Council to work with others and influence their 

actions. 

It should be noted, however, that some of the changes required to meet this challenging 

target will have policy and financial implications for the council. 

Taking the CWAC approach as a guide, and also based on the work of other principal 

authorities, reducing carbon emissions can fall into a number of categories. These include: - 

• Mitigation – to reduce or prevent emissions of greenhouse gases 

 

• Adaption – to reduce, where possible, the vulnerability of individuals, communities 

and organisations to the detrimental effects of climate change 

 

• Behaviour change – to contribute to the other categories by encouraging residents 

and others to change the way they live through the use of various actions 

In working within these categories, the Town Council can do a number of things including 

reducing its own carbon emissions where possible; working with suppliers and residents to 

work collectively towards tackling the issues raised in this strategy.  

In working with the community, the Town Council can liaise with local schools and youth 

groups to develop approaches to dealing with these issues (the Town Council has already 

met local schoolchildren about how to tackle climate change) and can also make the most of 

its existing links with businesses and others in getting them to change the way they work. 

As CWAC has identified, there is a great local challenge to be met here, whether it be from 

businesses who emit large amounts of carbon dioxide or from the management of waste and 

domestic use of energy. 

The Winsford Town Council Approach – Key Elements 

As said, Winsford Town Council recognises the limits on its resources and also the limits on 

its scope – both services and also geography. 
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Nevertheless, the Town Council strongly believes that it has something to offer when it 

comes to this agenda. 

The first proposed steps in terms of the WTC strategy is around establishing public 

engagement and also developing a Winsford evidence base to establish the scale of the 

issues being confronted. 

In so doing, the Town Council does not propose to start from scratch, rather it would be 

supportive of being a part of the CWAC work in the area of public engagement – including 

using online platforms and also organising meetings and other events to engage with as 

many parts of the community as possible, 

At all stages, the Town Council aims to provide added value where possible in terms of 

linking with the CWAC approaches. 

To this end, the Town Council would be very supportive of becoming part of the CWAC 

Climate Change Emergency Taskforce to establish where the Town Council can add value 

to the work being done. 

In addition to being part of the work of others, however, the Town Council wishes to focus on 

its own work and can identify a number of key elements to this work: - 

 

• Parks and Open Spaces – to encourage the development and conservation of parks 

and open spaces within the town so that the environment and also the people of 

Winsford benefit from these vital areas for recreation but also as part of 

acknowledging that these areas will be even more important as summers get hotter. 

Working with the community in planting more is also a key action 

 

• Allotments – the need to recycle and make the most of existing resources is a key 

part of dealing with climate change. The Town Council has two allotment sites and 

can help to influence changes in behaviour (including diet) which can assist in 

climate change work 

 

• Concessionary Travel – the Town Council offers discounts for those with bus passes. 

Supporting and encouraging people to use public transport is another key part of 

reducing carbon emissions 

 

• Grants – the Town Council has grants available which it can use to encourage local 

groups and organisations to change their behaviour in relation to actions which lead 

to climate change 

 

• Buildings – the Town Council owns a number of buildings, most notably, the Brunner 

Guildhall. The Council will look to install appropriate heating/cooling systems in these 

buildings and also ventilation and drainage systems which enhance resilience to the 

effects of climate change 
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• Transport – the council leases its own vehicle and will look at sustainable options in 

doing so. In addition, the council makes use of machinery in tending to its parks and 

open spaces and will also look to sustainable options in the equipment used 

 

• School Milk – the Town Council funds milk for all school/pre-school children in 

Winsford and, as well as being a health benefit for these children, the Council can 

look at the packaging used for the milk and also where the milk is sourced to ensure 

sustainable options are chosen 

Together with these areas of work, the Town Council will also look to expand its focus where 

there is a case to be made for it, in relation to dealing with climate change.  

For instance, the Council could expand its role in terms of tourism in the area (supporting 

local tourism as people take advantage of warmer summers) and could look to working on 

developing renewable energy solutions and linking with key groups in the community to 

develop approaches to tackling climate change – for instance, around flood defences. 

Conclusions and Next Steps 

This Strategy has established a broad view of the issue of climate change and the 

approaches which could be taken by Winsford Town Council. 

At this stage, the Council will consider the following as next steps in the process: - 

• To establish a clear evidence base and risk assessment – to provide a more detailed 

outline of the issues facing the Town Council 

 

• To become part of the Cheshire West approach to the issue and to identify gaps 

where the Town Council could provide added value (including around public 

engagement) 

 

• To raise awareness in the local area of the risks of climate change and the actions 

which could be taken 

 

• To examine case studies from elsewhere in order to identify quick wins/longer-term 

projects for Winsford 

 

• To identify possible funding sources in order to develop projects for Winsford in the 

areas identified above (and also in new areas of work) 

 

• To develop an action plan based on this Strategy which includes findings from public 

engagement and to develop a community-led plan to identify risks and also to identify 

actions 

It is envisaged that this Strategy will be supplemented by an action plan and that a series of 

performance targets will be developed based on the evidence identified and the public 

engagement undertaken. 


