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A NEW DAWN FOR WINSFORD 
 
NOTES OF MEETING HELD IN TOWN COUNCIL OFFICES ON 18TH JULY 2019 
 
Present: Cllr A Gaskill-Jones (Winsford Town Council) (AGJ), Cllr S Mellor 

(Winsford Town Council) (SM), Cllr D Horrill (Winsford Town Council) 
(DH), Cllr N Pardoe (Winsford Town Council/CWAC) (DH) 
 
Mr J McCall (JMcC) (River Weaver Navigation Society) (JMcC), Mr J 
Mole (JM) (Inland Waterways Association) 
 
Mr M Bailey (Winsford Town Council) (MB) 

 
Apologies: Cllrs J Moorcroft (Winsford Town Council/CWAC) (JM), Cllr L Barwell 

(Winsford Town Council) (LB) 
 

Mr B Osborne (RWNS) (BO), Mr C Edmondson (RWNS) (CE), Mr D 
Roberts (Mid-Cheshire Waterways Strategy) (DR), Mr J Tackley 
(RWNS) (JT), and Mr G Jones (CWAC) (GJ)  

 
1. APOLOGIES 

As above 
 

2. ELECTION OF CHAIR/VICE CHAIR 
Cllr A Gaskill-Jones was elected as Chair 
Mr J McCall was elected as Vice-Chair 
 

3. NOTES OF THE LAST MEETING – 13TH MARCH 2019 
The notes were accepted as a true record. 
 

4. DRAFT TERMS OF REFERENCE 
The Group went through the draft terms of reference and the following comments 
were made: - 

• It was agreed to ask CWAC about the attendance of officers on a regular 
basis 

• It was also agreed to approach the following groups to attend meetings: - 
o Winsford and Middlewich Sea Cadets 
o Winsford Sailing Club 
o Representatives from local businesses (including Lakeside Caravan 

Park) 
 

5. ACTION PLAN UPDATE 
The Group went through the Action Plan. 

 

• Slipping hazards – it was agreed that this action had to be allocated and this 
would be done at the next meeting. JMcC confirmed that WJ Compounds can 
provide strips which can fit into the grooves to minimise slippage. 
 

• Dredging – RWNS representatives provided a map of the marina area, with 
the shallower areas marked on the map. It was said that around 20 tonnes of 
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silt needed to be removed. It was agreed to approach CWAC to ask them to 
carry out the work (preferably during the winter). It was also suggested that 
the gabions should also be checked. 

 

• Signage – it was agreed that NP report the sign directing to the marina from 
the direction of the station via the CWAC Members’ Portal. It was also agreed 
that MB re-send the original artwork out to the Group. It was also agreed that 
signs to the marina should be erected before the Red Lion on the river. In 
addition, it was requested that a ‘welcome’ sign be erected at the marina 
itself. 

 

• BC reported that he had spoken to the Canals and Rivers Trust and the 
question had been asked where the dredgings would be put after being 
removed. It was reported that a licence may be required. It was suggested by 
JM that the dredging be put on the island again. BC said that a plan needed to 
be drawn up and JMcC/JM will draw up a plan and then ask CWAC to deposit 
the dredgings. JM will research into the issue.  
 

• Signage – BC reported that he had spoken to Highways who said that New 
Dawn need to identify where the signs should be located. It was confirmed 
that the signs would be on the road coming from the station towards Winsford. 
It was agreed that the sign would go just after the bridge. Another sign should 
be located off the estate at Weaver Valley Road. JM asked about having a 
warning sign so that boats did not go too far into the Flashes.  

 

• Winter Moorings – no updates. Update will be provided by JT at the next 
meeting. 

 

• Salt Towns Rally – it was confirmed that the Rally will start in Winsford on 
Friday 13th September 2019 and would leave Winsford on Sunday 15th 
September 2019. The event will include boaters games; and a boat 
parade/reception at the Red Lion 

 

• Marina Building – to be part of discussions on the future of the marina as a 
whole 

 

• Mid-Cheshire Waterways Strategy – see item below 
 

• Incline Plane/Link – ongoing project 
 

6. MARINA – FUTURE DEVELOPMENT (PHASE 2) 
It was agreed by the Group that a meeting with CWAC and others would be 
requested for the first week in September 2019 (possibly at the Academy).  
 
The previously agreed outline agenda was agreed: - 
 

• Financial issues 

• Future ownership 

• Links to Neighbourhood Plan 
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• Future developments 
 
A list of attendees was also agreed including CWAC officers/Members; New Dawn 
representatives; LEP; owners of the area around the Marina and clubs/societies 
using the facilities. 
 

7. MID CHESHIRE WATERWAYS STRATEGY 
No other reported developments in terms of the Strategy.  
 

8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
No other business was discussed. 
 

9. TIME AND DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
To be confirmed following the above stakeholders’ meeting in September 2019. 
 
 
Chair ………………………………………………………………………………….. 


