
       WINSFORD TOWN COUNCIL 

 

     ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 

 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held in the Winsford Academy, 

Grange Lane, Winsford, on Monday, 29 May 2018 at 7.00 pm. 

 

PRESENT:-  Councillor Mrs Gina Lewis, Town Mayor (in the Chair) 

Councillors Beckett, Blackmore, Burns, Cawley, Gaskill, 

Mrs Gaskill-Jones, Hooton, Mrs Lewis, Parkinson, Smith 

and Theron.  

 In attendance: Mr M Bailey (Town Clerk/Finance Officer) 

 and Mrs E Haspell (Administrative Officer). 

Also present:  Several members of the public were in 

attendance.  

  

APOLOGIES  1. Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllrs Mrs Booher, 

Edwards and Clarke. 

     

MINUTES  2. The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on Monday 22 May 2017  

 were approved. 

 

BRUNNER 3. An update was given regarding the position with the Brunner Guildhall via a  

GUILDHALL slide presentation. 

UPDATE It was reported that the consultation was still ongoing and that it would last 

 until the end of May.  The questions being asked were, What could the building 

 be used for? And Who might be interested in using it?  How is revenue going to 

 be generated to keep the building going?  What will the structure of the 

 management be? What will be done with the building in the meantime?  Also, 

 the views on other matters were to be considered. 

 It was reported that the Council had received a grant from the Architectural 

 Heritage Fund and that a Project Viability report was being produced with the 

 money. 

 The Project Viability report was undertaken to move the project on to the next 

 stage. 

 The Clerk said that after the consultation, the top three uses would be looked at. 

 It was reported that the ‘selling off’ or demolition of the building was not an 

 option. 

 It was reported that there would be a lot of work between May and September. 

 

WINSFORD 4. The future of twinning was looked at.  The residents of Winsford were 

TWINNING  asked for their opinion.  Cllr Smith felt that it should not be Council led. 

ASSOCIATION Mr Horrill felt that social media might help.  Joanne Moorcroft asked how 

 much twinning cost and that she had never heard about it before. 

  It was felt that new people should be involved.  The Clerk reported that the  

  Mayor was the only person paid to go to Deuil La Barre and that the  

  accommodation was usually with local families. 

  It was reported that it was difficult to get the schools involved and that French 

  was not very common with the schools. 

  It was felt that more should be done with social media. 

  

TO DISCUSS 5. A resident asked about the 20 mile speed limit on the Grange Estate, with  

ANY OTHER particular reference to Nixon Drive to Saxon Crossway. 

MATTERS WHICH Cllr Gaskill said that the SPIDS were more effective than a sign. 

RELATE TO THE It was felt that a manual speed gun could be obtained.  It was also felt that 
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PARISH OF children should be involved and that it should be reported to the PCSO’s  

WINSFORD for that area. 

 It was also reported that if the number plate is obtained then it can be reported 

 to Crimestoppers UK. 

 It was reported that it was an occurrence in every area of Winsford. 

  

 Mr Lyons reported that the slipway down to Wharton Road, Weaver Valley 

 road and Morrisons has not been adopted and it appears to be off the Cheshire 

 West and Chester Council’s radar. 

 A blackthorn bush needs cutting back and it also needs a Salt box. 

 Cllr Hooton felt that this was a PROW issue.  It was felt that it was a safety 

 issue and that the slipway should be adopted. 

Cllr Theron said that the blackthorn bush needs cutting back on a yearly basis. 

Cllr Burns said that the Cheshire West and Chester Councillors had paid to put 

a Salt box on St. George’s road; he said that they should be written to and that 

they would provide a Salt box there. 

 

Mrs Johnson raised her concerns about the Shopping centre; she said that 

instead of buildings, there is an unmarked car park and an unsightly fence.  She 

asked whether there was any hope for the future. 

Cllr Mrs Lewis said that the area that is caged off is because there is a question 

about what is underneath there and that a survey is being undertaken. 

It was reported that Cheshire West and Chester council had appointed a Full 

time Manager and that some progress was being made.  Mrs Johnson was told 

that the Cheshire West and Chester Councillors would take this back about it 

being made more presentable. 

Cllr Burns reported that there were maintenance issues and that the structural 

integrity of all the other buildings needed to be looked at.  Also, that urgent 

things would be fixed first. 

It was reported that there was going to be a consultation and that leaflets would 

be put through every door. 

Cllr Mrs Lewis felt that the schools could be involved with putting artwork on 

there. 

It was reported that Cheshire West and Chester council were doing their best to 

bring investment in to the Town. 

A resident said that they have some innovative ideas in Dorset in that the shops 

are in a circle and there is a café in the middle.  There is ample car parking and 

that it is free. 

 

Mr Horrill enquired about his grant for the local festivals, Fringe Festival and 

Offcut Festival.  He was told to provide his accounts for the events. 

 

CLOSURE OF  The Chairman declared the annual meeting of the Parish closed at 8.30 pm. 

MEETING    
  

 

 

 

 

 

 CHAIRMAN …………………………………   


