
About Today’s Event
Winsford Town Council is producing a Neighbourhood Plan which will let local 
people have a say in how Winsford is going to develop over the next 15 years.  

In the spring we talked to lots of local people and local bodies, and from that 
we found out what people like about Winsford, what they don’t like, and what 
needs to change.

You helped us understand the key issues that concern you in Winsford and 
shared a wide range of ideas for the future of the town.  Now is the time to start 
to think about what these ideas could mean in reality.

What is the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan ?

Create a ‘heart’ for 
the town 

What you would like to see 
improved

Improve the town centre 
environment and shops

Improve public transport 
to the town centre, station 

and near by towns

Make the most of the 
River and the Flashes

Redevelop vacant sites 
and derelict buildings

Create more things 
to do, play, pubs and 

restaurants

Create a wider range of 
jobs

What you like about Winsford

Friendly people 
and community 

spirit

The Flashes and 
the river

The clean and 
accessible town centre

Easy access to the 
countryside, the river and the 

Flashes

The town is well connected 
to nearby towns

it is well located and 
accessible to attractive 

countryside

free parking in the 
town centre

There is nothing to do for 
youth and in the evenings

What you don’t like about Winsford 

The shopping centre: there 
are too few good quality shops

new housing has to come 
with new services, facilities and  
open space that can be shared 

with existing Winsford

Winsford has a 
poor image

Around the station is 
a good opportunity for 

development

Fill in the ‘hole’ in the 
middle of town

A detailed report of the first stage of public consultation is available on the Town Council’s web site 
www.winsford.gov.uk <http://www.winsford.gov.uk

Winsford has issues 
with litter and graffiti

The poor 
impression created 
by vacant buildings, 
i.e. Civic Hall



A Vision for Winsford 01
From what the people of Winsford said a vision for the future of the town 
was created and then tested with groups of local residents.  To make the 
vision a reality some key actions were identified as the main themes for the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

The ‘Themes’ below set out some of the ways that the vision will be achieved. 
They will form the basis of the Neighbourhood Plan.  

THEME 4: Support and strengthen the 
local employment base and attract a 
wide variety of businesses to Winsford.

Theme 1: Improve the image and 
attractiveness of the town as a whole

THEME 5: Encourage sustainable 
growth

THEME 2: Promote and diversify the 
use of the Flashes and the Weaver 
Valley

THEME 6: Improve social, community 
and leisure facilities

THEME 7: Improve movement around 
town and the region

THEME 3: Improve the attractiveness 
and vibrancy of the town centre

Supporting existing businesses and providing for 
new employment are both important to securing a 
sustainable future for Winsford.

There are three ways to improve the image and 
attractiveness of the town:

■■ Positively market the town.

■■ Improving existing buildings, streets and spaces.

■■ Creating new, high quality buildings, streets and 
spaces

This theme aims to provide the basis for Winsford to 
grow in a sustainable form.

The River Weaver and Flashes are Winsford’s 
best assets and they are highly valued by the local 
population. The key aim under this theme is to create a 
new ‘heart’ for Winsford set around the Flashes and the 
river. 

This theme relates to services that are available to 
Winsford’s residents. Particularly strong is the concern 
about the lack of leisure facilities for all sections of the 
population, evening economy for adults, activities for 
youth and play areas for children. 

This theme draws together a number of different issues 
in relation to vehicular, pedestrian and cycle movement 
as well as public transport.

The continuing decline of the town centre was the key 
concern at the consultation. There was an unanimous 
view that it is vital for Winsford to improve the shopping 
and leisure facilities in the town centre and to secure 
its long term viability and vibrancy. This includes the 
market, the shopping precinct and the existing High 
Street.

Winsford will be a town that:

■■ Has a good image and is well regarded by its population 
and visitors.

■■ Accommodates growth, improves and develops. 

■■ Offers a range of retail and leisure facilities focused 
around the Weaver River and the Flashes.

■■ Offers good access to the surrounding countryside, the 
Flashes and Weaver Valley.

■■ Has a vibrant and clean town centre with a good range of 
shops in the right location.

■■ Offers a range of good quality housing and diverse 
employment opportunities.



What does this mean for Winsford? 02

1. All new development must 
support the Town Centre.

Many people said that Winsford is divided into two parts by the valley of 
the River Weaver, and that much more should be made of this wonderful 
asset.  The Neighbourhood Plan will therefore aim to provide the new homes, 
businesses and leisure facilities that people want by making the sensitive 
development of the Weaver valley a priority and by making better connections 
to the waterside from the rest of Winsford.

The population of Cheshire, like the rest of England, is growing.  This means that Winsford 
needs to plan for more housing, more employment and new community facilities.

Whilst Neighbourhood Plans give local people a say about what happens in their local area, 
the Localism Act says that they must be in line with ‘higher level’ planning policy. This means 
that the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan must reflect what is in Cheshire West and Chester’s 
Core Strategy.

 The Core Strategy is not yet complete. However, there are some important issues within 
the draft Core Strategy that the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan must take on board. One of 
the key issues is providing more housing.  The draft Core Strategy has looked at a range of 
options for Winsford.  For new housing, this ranged from around 1,800 new homes up to 
around 6,600.

 In developing the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan, we have worked with Cheshire West and 
Chester to look at how new housing in the town fits with the wider strategy for the borough 
as a whole.  

2. A focal point must be created at 
the  river crossing, and this must link 
to the Town Centre to create a ‘heart’ 
to  Winsford.

3. The River Weaver valley must be   
 integrated into the town, with good  
 pedestrian and cycle links to and   
 around it.

 The opportunity for the Neighbourhood Plan is to plan this growth so that it addresses the 
problems and issues you identified in the first round of consultation.  The key issues identified 
included: 

■■ the need to improve the town centre; 

■■ the lack of a ‘heart’ to the town; and 

■■ the opportunity to make more of the Weaver Valley and the Flashes. 

 

We think there is a real opportunity for growth to address these issues by:

 

■■ locating as much new residential development as possible close to the town centre.  This 
will encourage more people to use the town centre, so helping the shops and businesses; 

■■ creating good links from all new residential and employment to the town centre, so that 
people can get there easily; 

■■ ‘filling the hole’ in the middle of the town.  By linking the shopping centre to the river with 
high quality new development, the image of Winsford town centre can be transformed; 
and 

■■ opening up pubic access to the Weaver Valley and the Flashes. 

!

‘ ...fill the ‘hole’ in the middle of town...’



Improved landscape and 
pedestrian / cycle links

Existing public rights of 
way

New and improved 
pedestrian cycle route

Opportunity for leisure 
and retail uses

What does this mean for Winsford? 03

The Weaver Valley
The River Weaver and Flashes are Winsford’s best assets and they are highly 
valued by the local population.  A key long-term aspiration is to create a new 
‘heart’ for Winsford set around the Flashes and the river.  In addition, a much 
improved network of pedestrian and cycle routes around the Flashes is seen 
as vital.

Development of the riverside 
within the Town for leisure, retail 
and cultural uses (for example 
restaurants / cafes and pubs 
overlooking the water) will be 
encouraged.

New public open space and 
pedestrian / cycle routes along 
the Flashes

New foot bridges across the 
river

Family pub and new open 
space on the waterside

New leisure opportunities



What does this mean for Winsford? 04

The middle of the town
You have told us that it is most important to create activity within the town. We 
have looked at all the available land to maximise the opportunities for people to 
live and work close to the town centre and generate more activity in the town 
centre and on the river. 

Residential land 

Mix use / leisure Station

Existing and improved green 
space

New bridge

Existing public rights of way

New and improved 
pedestrian cycle route

Sensitively develop the land at the river 
for leisure and residential uses, so as to 
enhance and not damage the character 
of this special area, and take account of 
practical constraints like the risk of flooding 
and road access.

Investigate the relocation of the football club 
to the edge of the river and redevelop the 
existing football ground for housing.

Create a new high quality public space and 
pedestrian linkages to the north of the town 
centre. Develop part of the Verdin Playing 
fields to deliver this open space and allow 
more people to live near the town centre.

Refurbish and redevelop buildings along the 
A54 to create a high quality frontage to the 
town centre. 

Create a new public open space, leisure 
activities and for example a family pub on 
the Flashes. To achieve this allow residential 
development on the wider site south of the 
town centre.

Develop land south of the town, because 
it is near the town centre and has easy 
pedestrian and cycle access. 
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Land to the west 

These are sites that we know are 
either currently subject to planning 
applications or that are suitable to be 
developed as residential use due to 
the relocation of former education 
uses. 

A planning application for the land to the 
west of Chester Road  has been submitted 
– we don’t yet know whether this will be 
approved.  However, it is sensible to look at 
how this area could fit in with a town-wide 
plan for Winsford.  

In the same way, the former High School 
school site may be brought forward for 
residential development when the new 
academy is completed.

Former Handley Hill Primary School

Residential land 

Existing and improved green 
space

Existing public rights of way

New and improved 
pedestrian cycle route
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What does this mean for Winsford? 

A new station quarter
You have told us that opening access to the Flashes is important to you. The 
land around the station offers a good opportunity to provide a new public open 
space next to the Flashes and a footbridge to cross the river and link up new 
and existing routes.  It can also deliver improved bus services to the station and 
a better station environment, e.g. larger car park. 

Residential land 

Mix use / leisure Station

Existing and improved green 
space

New bridge

Existing public rights of way

New and improved 
pedestrian cycle route

Create a new public open space at the 
Flashes and provide new public footpath 
and cycle routes along side the Flashes 
including an opportunity to cross the 
river further south. To achieve this allow 
residential development, incorporating open 
space and an element of mix use on the 
wider site.

Integrate the station into the new 
development and providing new bus 
services between the station and the town 
centre. 

Incorporate a substantial amount of open 
space and create new public footpaths, 
ensuring improved access to the river, the 
Flashes and the country side. 
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What does this mean for Winsford? 

Bringing it all together

Putting all these opportunities 
together this could mean around 
4,000 new homes and 43 hectares 
of new employment land (about 
the same as 17 football pitches).  
However, the Neighbourhood Plan 
is not just about new housing and 
employment – it will plan how this 
growth can benefit the town as a 
whole.

Leisure and community
At the last consultation, you were 
concerned that there wasn’t enough to 
do in Winsford, especially in the evenings.  
You were also concerned about activities 
for children and young people. The 
Neighbourhood Plan will:

 

■■ Allow some new development next 
to the Flashes.  In allowing this, new 
development will be required to provide 
leisure facilities which – depending on the 
location of the site – may include public 
open space, a family pub, or activities 
such as boating; and 

■■ Set out ways of supporting existing 
community facilities. 

Transport and movement

At the last consultation, you raised issues 
of poor public transport within the town, as 
well as difficulties getting to places such 
as the railway station and the employment 
areas on the edge of Winsford.

■■ By increasing the number of people living 
and working near the station, there is an 
opportunity for improving bus services in 
this area for the benefit of the town as a 
whole. 

■■ The Neighbourhood Plan will set out 
ways of improving pedestrian and cycle 
connections throughout the town, 
improving access to the railway station, 
town centre, the river and the Flashes. 

Town Centre

The key issue at the last consultation was 
the need to improve the town centre.  The 
Neighbourhood Plan will:

■■ Increase the number of people living close 
to the town centre; 

■■ Encourage the redevelopment of the 
Winsford Cross Shopping Centre; 

■■ Improve the way the market works with 
the rest of the town centre; 

■■ Improve pedestrian and cycle links to the 
town centre; and 

■■ Transform the image of the town centre by 
improving the frontage onto the A54, and 
creating strong links to the river. 

Employment

Extensions to the existing business parks 
are shown in the east and west of the town. 
These are likely to be predominately larger 
sheds and light industrial uses. 

There are opportunities for other types 
of employment (such as offices) in other 
locations such as the town centre or nearer 
the station.

Improving access by public transport, on 
foot or by bike is an important objective of 
the NP. For example creating pedestrian / 
cycle routes adjacent to the A54. 
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Improving the image of Winsford 09

Areas of heritage importance
Below we have set out the areas of heritage importance that have been 
identified through the process so far. 

Please tell us if there are any other areas that you think should be protected due 
to their special character. 

Historic Core of Wharton, Victorian 
terrace housing set close to the 
back of pavements, church and 
some Victorian semi-detached. 
Predominantly red brick

Historic area around Weaver Street. 
Victorian terraces, predominately red 
brick and tight enclosure of street. An 
element of mix use at the junction to 
Queensway creates local focal point.

Old High Street contains some good 
historic buildings and is an important 
historic street. The quality of many of 
the existing buildings isn’t good and 
should be improved. 

Swanlow Lane is a historic route into 
Winsford. It is of special character 
and contains a series of distinct 
buildings set among mature trees.



Next Steps 

Developing the Neighbourhood Plan Let us know what you think !

It is important for the Neighbourhood Plane process to be based on your 
views. At this crucial stage the feedback and comments of local residents, 
businesses and stakeholders will be vital to ensure that the Winsford 
Neighbourhood Plan can deliver what people want for their town.  

For further information and to make 
comments
A copy of the exhibition material is available on the Town Council’s web site 
www.winsford.gov.uk along with an electronic version of this form which can 
be printed off for posting, or filled in on a computer and emailed it back to us. 

To find out further details of anything mentioned in this newsletter, or to book a place at 
the Neighbourhood Plan focus group on 25 July, please contact Mick Downs by email at 
mickdowns@uvns.org or by phone 07979 183498.

When you have completed this questionnaire, please return it 

• by post or by hand to Alan Warburton, Town Clerk, Wyvern House, The Drumber, Winsford, 
Cheshire CW7 1AH, or 

• by email to mickdowns@uvns.org

To make sure your comments are taken into account, please 
return your completed questionnaire by Friday 3 August 2012.

For further information about the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan please see the Town Council’s 
website www.winsford.gov.uk 
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Producing the Draft Spatial Vision

Draft the Neighbourhood Plan

Adopting the Neighbourhood Plan

Our Approach
■■ Along with the Town Council we will develop a draft Spatial Vision using information, ideas and 
vision developed through community events 
■■ Community Planning Event 2 (CP2): workshops, meetings and events to test and consider options 
and the vision for Winsford

Our Approach
■■ Tibbalds and the Town Council carefully consider the responses and revise the Winsford 
Neighbourhood Plan accordingly

Our Approach
■■ Cheshire West and Chester (CWAC) arranges an independent review and organises a referendum
■■ CWAC adopted the Winsford Neighbourhood Plan

Jan 2013

Sep 2012

June / July 
2012


